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The Legacy or Contributions of Ancient Greece

A. Architecture/Art
· Greeks used stone columns to support heavy stone roofs in their temples (Ex. Ionic and Doric styles.) Many government buildings still use this style of building today to honor the Greeks for giving the world Democracy.

· Statues in realistic and idealistic posses (natural movements of how perfect athletes look). The statutes are made of marble.
B. Mathematics

· Pythagoras and Euclid helped to develop geometry- the study of angles.  We still study their teachings in school today.
C. Government

· Athens, a Greek city-state, developed an early form of democracy. (Government of the people by the people) that America has imitated (copied).
D. Medicine

· Hippocrates  “Father of Modern Medicine” showed that diseases had natural rather than magical or religious causes.
E. Literature

· Greek authors such as Homer, wrote lengthy stories about heroes, that continue to inspire books and movies today.
· Authors like Euripides developed tragedies (sad stories). These later influenced writers such as Shakespeare (Romeo and Juliet) as well as modern writers.

· Greek mythology: heroes, gods/goddesses, nature of the world, and ritual/religion.
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F. Olympic Games

· Created to unite city states and honor gods on Mt. Olympus highest mountain in Greece. 

